
Arizona: Superstitions 
Boulder Canyon Trail - East 

AZ Superstitions - Boulder Canyon Trail - East.docx Page 1 of 7 Last Saved: 2016-04-22 

James Yoder  www.ArtCentrics.com 

 

Summary 

This hike is the east section of the Boulder Canyon Trail hike.  This hike offers some wonderful views Canyon Lake as the 

trail climbs the first ridge.   Continuing,  great views ahead await you including Weavers Needle, Geronimo Head 

mountain, and Battleship mountain as you drop into La Barge Canyon and hike to Battleship mountain, crossing over to 

Boulder Canyon where you will find the Second Water and Boulder Canyon trail junction.  Although the trail is easily 

followed, it is steep in some places, and a bit rough for much of the hike, hiking over Riprap, River rock and solid rock 

bed(P-4845).  Near the destination of the Second Water Trail junction a wide variety of birds can be seen. 

 

Amenities 

 Parking is at the south end of the main parking lot.  There is also a Restaurant here. 

 

Raw Numbers 
Length 
(Miles) 

Time 
(Hrs.) 

Ascent 
(Ft) 

Decent 
(ft.) 

Min 
Elev 
(ft) 

Max Elev 
(ft.) 

8.4 4:43 2,197 2,123 1,603 2,334 

 

Our Statistics 
Average Speed 
(Mi/Hr)  

Hike Rating 
(10 max) 

Trail Quality 
(10 max) 

Trail Finding 
(10= Hard) 

Hike Difficulty 
(10=Hard) 

Hike Type 
 

1.78 8.0/10 4.0/10 2.0/10 8.0/10 There And Back 

Brief Trail Summary 

Spectacular views of Canyon Lake, Weavers Needle, Geronimo Head, Battleship mountain to be viewed. 

 

Getting There 

From Phoenix Metro area – Take US-60 East towards Apache Junction.  Exit off 60 onto 88 North (S. Idaho Road).  

Continuing on 88, turn off Idaho Road onto N. Apache Trail (Heading N.E.) on AZ-88.  Follow AZ-88 to Canyon Lake.  

Immediately after crossing the second single lane bridge, turn left into the Lakeside Restaurant & Cantina parking lot.   

Park on south side of lot next to the road under the “Trailhead Parking Only ”signs. 

 

Critters 

 Mammals: Chipmunk 

 Lizards: Lizards(Unidentified) 

 Birds: Phainopepla, Cactus Wren, Gila Woodpecker, Black Throated Sparrow, Lucy’s Warbler, California Quail, Curve-

billed Thrasher, Chipping Sparrow,  White-breasted Nuthatch  

 

What I Liked 

Great views, and near the Second Water junction a wide variety of birds. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riprap
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lakeside+Restaurant+%26+Cantina/@33.5358531,-111.4244715,504m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x872bc6e3e856cdc5:0x52d092dbca75c501
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/phainopepla
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/cactus-wren
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/gila-woodpecker
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/black-throated-sparrow
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/lucys-warbler
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/california-quail
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/curve-billed-thrasher
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/curve-billed-thrasher
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/chipping-sparrow
http://www.audubon.org/field-guide/bird/white-breasted-nuthatch
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Leg Length Title Waypoints Cumulative 
Distance 

01 4.2 mi Leg 01 To Second Water Junction BCT-01 → P-5133 4.2 mi 

02 4.2 mi Leg 02 Back to Start P-5133 → BCT-01 8.4 mi 

 

Leg Descriptions 

 Leg-01 To Second Water Junction: From the parking lot (BCT-01) head south across the street where you will see a 

“Boulder Canyon Trail” (BCT-02) sign directing you South East.  Shortly you will come upon a Y (BCT-03)in the trail 

where you can continue up the ridgeline to the Left, or continue on the lower path to the right.  Both trail converge 

later in the hike, we followed the ridgeline trail to the Left (P-4813) and took the other trail coming back for 

variation.  Eventually you will come to another unmarked junction (BCT-04) where the lower trail merges back into 

the ridgeline trail.  Continue on the trail to the Left following the ridgeline.  As you reach the first highpoint of this 

hike take a look back North for great views of Canyon Lake (P-4845).  Around this time you will probably be able to 

spot the trail ahead to the South-East as it hugs the mountain range and eventually drops down into the canyon.  

The trail levels out, and goes through some dips and rises as you continue along the side of the mountain.  

Eventually the trail has one final elevation gain with great views of Weavers Needle, and Battleship Mountain (P-

4989) directly ahead.  You will be dropping down (P-5041) into La Barge Canyon and following it to Battleship 

Mountain where we will eventually cross over into Boulder Canyon.  For now, continue your descent to La Barge 

Creek until you cross the creek (BCT-05) where a 25 foot tree is in the middle of the streambed.  The trail continues 

toward Battleship Mountain and heads South East up into the saddle between Battleship Mountain and the small 

mountain you have been hiking beside.  Shortly after crossing the saddle, you will spot an old foundation and small 

wall (P-5085).   Apparently this is what remains of an old Indian Paint Mine where the Indians minded the red rock 

for paint.  Prospectors also used this area for mining for gold.  Note: Between here and the trail junction the 

vegetation is lush, and there are quite a wide variety of birds to be seen and heard.  Continue down into Boulder 

Canyon crossing the streambed (BCT-06) and continuing to another crossing 0.3 miles later (BCT-07).  Immediately 

after crossing the wash a second time you will reach the signed trail junction (P-5133) of Boulder Canyon Trail and 

Second Water Trail. 

 

 Leg-02 Back to Start: The trail back is identical to the trail in with the possibility of taking the variation at the 

unmarked trail junction (BCT-04) where you can leave the ridgeline and take the left path that drops down closer to 

the Canyon Lake and joins back at the trail junction (BCT-03). 
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Hike Photos 
Photo #4813 

 
 

Photo #4845 

 
 

Photo #4989 

 

Photo #5041 

 
 

Photo #5085 

 
 

Photo #5133 
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Coordinates and Times 
Item Map 

Ref 

Hike In 
Time/Miles 

Hike Out 
Time/Miles 

GPS 
Coordinates 

Description 

Leg-01     BCT-01   →  Photo-5133 
Time =  2:30 Distance =4.2mi Rate = 1.7 mph 

BCT-01 Parking Lot BCT -01 0:00 
0.0 mi 

4:43 
8.4 mi 

N33° 32.083' 
W111° 25.346' 

Park at south end of parking lot under “Trailhead 
Parking Only” signs if possible. 

BCT-02 Trailhead BCT-02 0:02 
0.0 mi 

4:41 
8.3 mi 

N33° 32.040' 
W111° 25.367' 

Trail stars across street. 

BCT-03 Junction BCT -03 0:05 
0.2 mi 

4:38 
8.2 mi 

N33° 32.032' 
W111° 25.289' 

Split in trail, take left to hike ridge.  (both trails 
converge at BCT-04). 

Photo-4813 P-4813 0:21 
0.6 mi 

--N/A-- N33° 31.787' 
W111° 25.055' 

Looking South 
Following Ridge south 

BCT-04 Junction BCT -04 0:22 
0.7 mi 

4:20 
7.5 mi 

N33° 31.752' 
W111° 25.031' 

Junction of ridge and lower trail.  Continue South 
along ridge. 
On way back you can optionally, take left trail for 
variation on end. 

Photo-4845 P-4845 0:30 
1.0 mi 

4:13 
7.2 mi 

N33° 31.603' 
W111° 24.855' 

Looking North East  
Looking back at Canyon Lake 

Photo-4989 P-4989 1:11 
2.2 mi 

3:37 
6.0 mi 

N33° 31.042' 
W111° 24.483' 

Looking South 
Hike drops into La Barge Canyon  

Photo-5041 P-5041 1:40 
3.0 mi 

3:09 
5.3 mi 

N33° 30.720' 
W111° 24.150' 

Looking East 
Geromino Head Mt. at right 

BCT-05 Wash BCT -05 1:47 
3.2 mi 

3:03 
5.1 mi 

N33° 30.555' 
W111° 24.080' 

Cross wash 
Continue South on trail 

Photo-5085 P-5085 2:05 
3.7 mi 

2:48 
4.6 mi 

N33° 30.260' 
W111° 24.238' 

Looking South West 
House Foundation and small wall 

BCT-06 Wash BCT -06 2:10 
3.8 mi 

2:43 
4.5 mi 

N33° 30.210' 
W111° 24.330' 

Cross Wash 
Continue South on trail 

BCT-07 Wash BML-07 2:39 
4.1 mi 

2:31 
4.2 mi 

N33° 29.955' 
W111° 24.365' 

Cross Wash 
Continue South on trail 

Photo-5133 P-5133 2:30 
4.2 mi 

2:30 
4.2 mi 

N33° 29.938' 
W111° 24.362' 

Looking East 
Signed Trail Junction 
Boulder Canyon & 2

nd
 Water Trail 

Leg-02     Photo-5133  →  BCT-01 
Time =  2:13 Distance =4.2mi Rate = 1.9 mph 
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Support This Effort 
If you find this guide helpful, feel free to donate some money to my paypal account to offset the time and effort 

required for this guide.  It takes a good 40+ hours to create each guide.  Thanks!    $5.00   Other 

 

More Hikes 
You can find more hikes, photos, and even GPS and Google Earth files at our website www.ArtCentrics.com.  Go to the 

Hiking webpage for a list of available hikes. 

 

The Distribution List 
If you would like to be added to our distribution list email us at james.mis.2015@ArtCentrics.com.  Make sure to have 

Add Me to Mailing List in the subject.   We will send out periodic updates for new hikes we do along with Astronomy 

related events and photos.  If you are into gardening out here in the South West, feel free to ask to be added to our 

Gardening distribution list where you will get periodic updates and information on gardening out here in the great 

southwest. 

 

Background/Screensaver images 
If you enjoy our photos.  Feel free to download our best photos related to Astronomy, Hiking, Gardening and Rock 

Climbing at our best photos page on our website www.ArtCentrics.com.   Photos are name according to topic, so you can 

easily delete any topic photos you don’t care for. 

 

About Our Statistics 
Below is a brief description of what exactly each of our statistics represents.  All values represent the hike overall, there 

will be variation within the hike. 

 Average Speed – Based on total time of hike and total distance.  We are not power hikers, and are enjoying the view 

and taking pictures periodically.  This value also includes any extra time/mileage due to route variation for getting 

off trail, or just checking out stuff.  We recommend you download and examine our Google Earth trail so you can 

make appropriate adjustments. 

 Hike Rating – This is an overall ranking on the whole hike including views, and generally how enjoyable the hike was. 

 Trail Quality – Indicates the quality of trail worn dirt path would be 1 while jagged rocks and scrambling would be 

closer to 10.  River rock and small boulders in the trail rate as 6.  Of course this is a general rating on the route, so 

variations will exist in the hike. 

 Trail Finding – A measure of how difficult it is to follow a trail.  This indicates how many times we were confused as 

to what trail to take, or if the trail path is not apparent.  Easy to follow trails rate as 1, bushwhacking rate as 10. 

 Hike Difficulty – Basically indicates how we feel at the end of the hike.  A value of 10 would be beyond our physical 

capabilities. 

 Hike Type – Hikes are classified as There and Back, Loop, Balloon or Two Point.  Two point hikes require a second car 

to be parked at the end of the hike. 

 

http://www.paypal.me/jtyoder/5
http://www.paypal.me/jtyoder
http://www.artcentrics.com/
http://www.artcentrics.com/08_Hiking/Hiking.htm
mailto:james.mis.2015@ArtCentrics.com
http://www.artcentrics.com/02_Astronomy/astronomy.htm
http://www.artcentrics.com/Best_PhotoGraphs/Best_Photos.htm
http://www.artcentrics.com/

