Dads history
1. Stateof affairs

My story starts on black Thursday in October 1929. The value of Stocks
drops rapidly and thousands of stockholders loss huge sums of money or were
wiped out completely. Banks, factories and stores close and leave millions of
Americans jobless and penniless. Many people had to depend on the government
or charity for food.

Herbert Hoover was President at the time he was to lose to Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1932 that promised better times. President Roosevelt brought in the
New Deal and things started to turn around. But it would take aworld war to
finally pull Americaout of the great depression.

The world wasin a depression also and Adolf Hitler was able to convince
the German people he would bring better times. Japan invaded Chinafor the
same reason. These two countries along with Benito Mussolini’s Italy brought
the second world war to our shores.

On the lighter side, the first demonstrated television was done in 1929 and
NBC made its 1% regular telecast in the United Stated in 1939. By 1946 there
were 180,800,000. Sets in this country.

Into this state of affairs | came into the world on the 17" of Feb. 1935in a
hospital located in Detroit Michigan.(1) My Father was Frank Toy and my
Mother was Maude Kustaborder Toy. | wasthe first born and named after my
father. Three more children were to be added to this family, Lillian , Robert, and
Ray. My father was born on January 10, 1902 in Canton, China. (2) and had
come to this country as alone 15year old boy to go to school and had stayed. He
married (4)my mother who was born in Bellwood, Pa. On November 8, 1914(3).

My father owned a Chinese restaurant and work hard to make it successful.
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I do not remember too much about my childhood, | will record afew
things that | do remember. My first recollection is when we four children were
playing in the neighborhood and there was a road project underway with large
piles of dirt where we use to go and have battles throwing dirt at the other kids.

| recall once we were playing on some old garages, we would jump from
oneto the other in the narrow streets of Detroit. My Sister Lillian jumped down
and landed on anail. Wetook her home right away, her foot hurt very bad.

ot
Lillian, Frank & Robert Toy

I remember the iceman coming and we following his truck to get pieces of
icein the summer. He wore athick leather apron with padding on his shoulder
where he would hoist the block of ice to carry to the home. We had aice box that
he would put it in that keep the food cool.

I remember working for my Dad peeling potatoes and watching when they
put live crabs into the boiling water. We spent alot of timein the restaurant.
Once we took some gum from the counter and hid in the top of the stairway to eat
it. My dad was very mad but he never spanked me that | can remember.

We had people living up top of our restaurant and we spent some time up
there. They called Lillian giggles since she aways seemed so happy. There was
one man that worked for our Dad and his name was Charley King.



He was good to us and we liked him. As| grew older, | useto play
checkers with different people that would come into the restaurant.

On Sunday our Dad use to take us to a park where they had ponies and we
would ride and have a good time.

| remember alot of different races of peoplein the areawhere we lived
and | recall liking alittle colored girl for awhile.

| do not recall much of my mother, we had a housekeeper whose name
was Annie Mills. Annie took care of us most of thetime. | have afew letters
from her in my records. When both of my parents died Annie took the
refrigerator in the house and sold it. She then put the money into Savings bonds.
Y ears later we received from her the money from these bonds. She was a good
women.

My father must have done well in the restaurant since he had the money
to put usin the Village and also after we had grown up they had money left over
that they sent to us to close out his account. | think it was about $1,000.00 apiece.
So even though it was the depression, people still must have like Chinese food.
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Maude Kustaborder Toy



| remember the day that my mother died of cancer. My father received the
call when we were all in our pgjamas and after he hung up he cried and held us
closeto him. The date wasthe 14 April 1945(s). We did not know too much of
what was happening. We visited Dad’s friend who had avery large and nice
house. They had children that we played with. Soon after Mom’s death, Dad
placed us in the Methodist Children’s Home. He visited us, as did Anne Mills
and Dad’sfriend. (Hisfriend gave us each aradio for Christmas after Dad had
died.) It was when we were in the Village that they took usto see our father in the
hospital. Hisface was swollen up bad. He had Bronchopneumonia with cancer
of the nose and mouth as contributing causes to his death. (4) A few days later |
was called to the phone in the Village and told my father had died. | cried and
then told the other three. We were very sad. The funeral had alot of cars and we
rodein abig new car in thefront. Our father was laid to rest having died
December 11, 1946. (s) | am sure it must have hurt him to have to leave his small
children in thisworld, but he left us with something most important, he left us
with the heritage of another nation, of another people that we can be proud of.
Following isalist of the items listed above for information;

(). Frank Toy Y oder Birth Cert.-Page 5

(2) Welcome House letter on parent’s information-Page 6

(3) Maude Kustaborder Birth Certificate-Page 7

(4) Maude Toy Death Certificate-Page 8

(5) Frank Toy Death Certificate-Page 17

(6) Cemetery where both parents are buried. -Page 9

(7) Various letter-Page 10-15 & 22

(8) Marr: certificate Frank Toy & Maude Kusterborder-

Page 16
(9) Death certificate Frank Toy-Page 17
(20) Immigration & Naturalization Letter on Frank Toy-
Pagel8
(11) Anne Mills letters — Page 19-21
(12) Brief comments on letters
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Lt POST OFFICE BOX 862, DOYLESTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
MRS, DAVID BURPER TELEPHONE: FlLLMoRg 8-4293 GFFICE: FORDHOOK FARMS
TREASURKR ON ROUTE 202

August 13, 1958
Dear Frank:

Mrs, Walsh sent me your letter asking for information about your
parents., This is what I found in your record: '

Your Father - Frank Toy, full Chinese born January 10, 1902 :
in Canton, China. He died December 11, 1946 from
= bronchopneumonia with cancer of nose and mouth
— o o contributing gauses, He was a successful
restaurant owner,

. His parents were Shun Tun Toy and Alice Wong Toy;
i both were residents of China,

Your Mother - Maude Kustaborder Toy, full Caucasian, born
- November 8, 1934 in Bellwood, Pa. She died April 14,
. 1945 from cancer., Her parents were Howard D.
Kustaborder and Annabelle Hamilton Kustaborder.

I hope this 1s the informaetion you want, I doubt that the Methodist
Children's Home Society, Childrens Village, 26645 West Six Mile Rd.
Detroit 19, will have more information but you could write them if
you wished. )

I was interested to hear .that you plan to be a teacher and wish you
success in your new venture after your term of service with the
Coast Guard is ended.

All kinds of things are happening to you., I guess you are excited
about becoming a father.

My kindest regards to you and to your wife,

Bingerely yours,

—

v W

(Mrs.)Agnes T, Miller
Executive Director

atm:el

BY RULING oF THE UNITED STATES TREASURY DEPARTMENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO WELCOME HOUSE ARK DEDUCTIBLE IN COMPUTING FEBERAL INCOME TaAX

Welcome House L etter with information on Parents

i e R S e et e e



Mothers Birth Certificate

Maude L avina Kustaborder




Mothers Death Certificate, Maude Toy




Cemetery were Maude & Frank Toy are buried-J section
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March 1939 L etter From Maude Toy to her Parents
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June 18, 1939 L etter From Frank Toy to hiswife’s Parents




Nov. 1941 L etter from Maude Toy to her parents




Dec 1941 letter from Maude Toy to her Parents
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