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Preface 

Dedicated to my dear wife Kathryn Steinhauer 

This history is written to give those that follow after me a chance to 
know where they have come from and why they have some of the traits they 
have. Life has been good to me and much has been learned. I have detailed 
a large part of my life that those that read this will know of my trials, 
successes and happiness. You will also learn of my great loves and 
commitment to accomplishing what ever I have been assigned to do. 

It is hoped you will feel my spirit and feel the experiences that we had 
as we lived these many years. 

As we come to the end of this life's journey, we have some definite 
feelings that overshadow all others. Life's purposes have become crystal 
clear and the eternities stretch before us with our Heavenly Fathers beaconed 
call. What, is this life, has been important? Not the jobs and businesses that 
I had, not the money or lack of it, not the honors or certificates, but how I 
treated my fellow man, and more important how I treated my family and 
dear wife. That coupled with my service to my Heavenly Father and those 
things that I did to build up His kingdom on this planet. These things are of 
utmost importance as I stand ready to pass on to the eternities. 

I am also so very thankful that we had a chance to hear and accept the 
gospel of Jesus Christ early in our married life. That we have had it to help 
us raise our children and set the path which we have followed throughout 
life. This one factor has had more effect in our life than any other. Oh, that 
all would have a chance to experience this. This could truly make this a 
heaven on earth for all mankind. 

If I could give any advise it would be to hold to the iron rod, live your 
life for the life to come. Love, with a Christ like love, all those that you 
come in contact with. Accept people as they are and give them a hand to lift 
them up, making sure your on a little higher ground. 

You will find so many people that need a little kind word, love and 
concern as you travel through life. You are sent here to be God's hands and 
feet. Always show charity for those you come in contact with . . . .  

With much love for my dear family . 
Frank Toy Yoder Sr. 1 5  May 2007 





Dads history 

1. State of affairs 

My story starts on black Thursday in October 1929. The value of Stocks 
drops rapidly and thousands of stockholders loss huge sums of money or were 
wiped out completely. Banks, factories and stores close and leave millions of 
Americans jobless and penniless. Many people had to depend on the government 
or charity for food. 

Herbert Hoover was President at the time he was to lose to Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in 1932 that promised better times. President Roosevelt brought in the 
New Deal and things started to turn around. But it would take a world war to 
finally pull America out of the great depression. 

The world was in a depression also and Adolf Hitler was able to convince 
the German people he would bring better times. Japan invaded China for the 
same reason. These two countries along with Benito Mussolini's Italy brought 
the second world war to our shores. 
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On the lighter side, the first demonstrated television was done in 1929 and 
NBC made its l " regular telecast in the United Stated in 1939. By 1946 there 
were 180,800,000. Sets in this country. 

Into this state of affairs I came into the world on the 17th of Feb. 1935 in a 
hospital located in Detroit Michigan.(l) My Father was Frank Toy and my 
Mother was Maude Kustaborder Toy. I was the first born and named after my 
father. Three more children were to be added to this family, Lillian, Robert, and 
Ray. My father was born on January 10, 1902 in Canton, China. (2) and had 
come to this country as a lone l 5year old boy to go to school and had stayed. He 
married (4)my mother who was born in Bellwood, Pa. On November 8, 1914(3) .  
My father owned a Chinese restaurant and work hard to make it successful. 

Frank Toy Frank Toy Frank Toy 



I do not remember too much about my childhood, I will record a few 
things that I do remember. My first recollection is when we four children were 
playing in the neighborhood and there was a road project underway with large 
piles of dirt where we use to go and have battles throwing dirt at the other kids. 

I recall once we were playing on some old garages, we would jump from 
one to the other in the narrow streets of Detroit. My Sister Lillian jumped down 
and landed on a nail. We took her home right away, her foot hurt very bad. 

Lillian, Frank & Robert Toy 

I remember the iceman coming and we following his truck to get pieces of 
ice in the summer. He wore a thick leather apron with padding on his shoulder 
where he would hoist the block of ice to carry to the home. We had a ice box that 
he would put it in that keep the food cool. 

I remember working for my Dad peeling potatoes and watching when they 
put live crabs into the boiling water. We spent a lot of time in the restaurant. 
Once we took some gum from the counter and hid in the top of the stairway to eat 
it. My dad was very mad but he never spanked me that I can remember. 

We had people living up top of our restaurant and we spent some time up 
there. They called Lillian giggles since she always seemed so happy. There was 
one man that worked for our Dad and his name was Charley King. 
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He was good to us and we liked him. As I grew older, I use to play 
checkers with different people that would come into the restaurant. 

On Sunday our Dad use to take us to a park where they had ponies and we 
would ride and have a good time. 

I remember a lot of different races of people in the area where we lived 
and I recall liking a little colored girl for a while. 

I do not recall much of my mother, we had a housekeeper whose name 
was Annie Mills. Annie took care of us most of the time. I have a few letters 
from her in my records. When both of my parents died Annie took the 
refrigerator in the house and sold it. She then put the money into Savings bonds. 
Years later we received from her the money from these bonds. She was a good 
women. 

My father must have done well in the restaurant since he had the money 
to put us in the Village and also after we had grown up they had money left over 
that they sent to us to close out his account. I think it was about $1,000.00 apiece. 
So even though it was the depression, people still must have like Chinese food. 

Maude Kustaborder Toy 
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I remember the day that my mother died of cancer. My father received the 
call when we were all in our pajamas and after he hung up he cried and held us 
close to him. The date was the 14 April 1945(s). We did not know too much of 
what was happening. We visited Dad's friend who had a very large and nice 
house. They had children that we played with. Soon after Mom's death, Dad 
placed us in the Methodist Children's Home. He visited us, as did Anne Mills 
and Dad's friend. (His friend gave us each a radio for Christmas after Dad had 
died.) It was when we were in the Village that they took us to see our father in the 
hospital. His face was swollen up bad. He had Bronchopneumonia with cancer 
of the nose and mouth as contributing causes to his death. (4) A few days later I 
was called to the phone in the Village and told my father had died. I cried and 
then told the other three. We were very sad. The funeral had a lot of cars and we 
rode in a big new car in the front. Our father was laid to rest having died 
December 1 1 ,  1946. (6) I am sure it must have hurt him to have to leave his small 
children in this world, but he left us with something most important, he left us 
with the heritage of another nation, of another people that we can be proud of. 

Following is a list of the items listed above for information; 
( 1 ) .  Frank Toy Yoder Birth Cert.-Page 5 
(2) Welcome House letter on parent's information-Page 6 
(3) Maude Kustaborder Birth Certificate-Page 7 
(4) Maude Toy Death Certificate-Page 8 
(5) Frank Toy Death Certificate-Page 17 
(6) Cemetery where both parents are buried. -Page 9 
(7) Various letter-Page 10-15  & 22 
(8) Marr: certificate Frank Toy & Maude Kusterborder­ 

Page 16 
(9) Death certificate Frank Toy-Page 17 
(  10) Immigration & Naturalization Letter on Frank Toy­ 

Page 18  
(  1 1 )  Anne Mills letters - Page 19-21 
(12)  Brief comments on letters 
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Frank Toy Jr Birth Certificate 

7 4 9 7 0 9  

IUCIIIGAN , 

D� iJl,lll&LT.B t�,· 
» ....... � ..._.  .......... 

Transc,ipt of CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH 

Department of Health 
Vital Records 

Count)' of Wayne 

l"'LAOIC or lDll:I'B 

City of Detroit 

i Sex of 
� t:hlld 
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•v llUL.INca OP' TM& UNITIID 8TAT- Ta-....uaY DIIPAJITIIIUIT CONT11laUT10Ne TO wa..co111• Mou•• All& DIIDUCTI.U ... OOIIPIITIN• .PD&a.AL INOOM• TAX 

PSAl'IL S. aUCIC 

CHAIIIMAN 0"' fflS 90AIID 

MR9, AGNd 'f, MILLIDI 

IClSCUTlVS DIIISCTOII 

Ol'l"ICK, P'ORDHOOIC P'ARMS 

ON ROUTK aoa 
TKLSPHONK: P'IL.1.11011• ........ 

Auguet lJ , 195g 

POST  OPFICS IIOX sea, DOYLDTOWN,. PDINSYLVANIA 

Mrs. Walsh sent me your letter asking for information about your 
pe.rente. This is what I found in your rec_ord: 

Your Pather - Frank Toy, full Chinese born January 10, 1902 
in Canton, China. He died December 11, 1946 from 
bronchopneUJllonia with cancer or nose and mouth 

_:.e�bu.til'-& . .:H�e� .. --�-�e a suc-cessf'ul 
restaurant owner. 
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Hi• parents were Shun Tun Toy and Alice Wong Toy; 
both were residents of China. 

Your Mother - Maude Kustaborder Toy, full Caucasian, born 
Noyember 8,  1914 in Bellwood, Pa. She died April 14, 
1945 from cancer. Her parents were ·Howard D. 
Kustaborder and Annabelle Hamilton Kustaborder. 

Welcome House Letter with information on Parents 

atm:ei 

Sincerely yours,.  

� � - �  
(Nrs.)Agnes T .  Miller 

Executive Director 

I hope this is the information.you want. I doubt that the Methodist 
Children's Hoae Society, Childrena Village, 26645 West Six Mile .Rd. 
Detroit 19, will have more information but you could write them it 
you wished. 

I was interested to -hear .that you plan to be a teacher and �ish you 
aucc••s in your new Tenture after your term of service with the 
Coast Guard is ended. 

All kinds of things are happe�ing to you. I guess you are excited 
about becoming a father. 

My kindest regards to you and to your wife. 

In VIC& PM•IDIINT 

Dear Frank: 

MRS, JACICIION l'•ttlU.IN 

-- MR9. DAVID au-a 

naauu- 

. -mm HAMM�IN,.11 
Pllal-T 

Dl'I, IIICHAIID DA1tHILL . 



Mothers Birth Certificate 

Maude Lavina Kustaborder 

Date Filed �(2- 19 ./}!: 

File No. 

2. �i�� �� .. ?.:J��::.£ .... _. t 9lY-­ (M;;;_t-(.�;;.-· year) 

COMMO_NWEALTH OF PENNSVLV ANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

VITAL STATISTICS 

City 

JP ARNING: 

(Fee for this certificate, $1.00) 

This is to certify, that this is a correct certification 
of birth as filed in the Vital Statistics office, Pennsylva­ 
nia Department of Health, Harrisburg. 

1 .  PLACE OF JIRTH 
County .&�----�--- 

6. Maiden Name of Mother . �----�·--···-·-·-················-·-····--·--···-··-···---····--·-··············· 

3. Name of Child 7JJ�-�a,:1(.ad"�-- 4. Se, .g� 

5. Name of Father ... Z�·-·····-··X�d&d...- .. ····-·····-·······-·······--·-·······-·--··--····-··-············ 
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Mothers Death Certificate , Maude Toy 

8 
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