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Seasonal Highlights 
Listed below are some highlights for each season.  Items marked with * in the Target column are considered 
exceptional targets and should not be missed. Selection was based on ease of locating and/or viewing pleasure.  
Of course, this is a subjective list and what equipment you have will have great impact on your viewing 
experience.  Each seasonal list is ordered according to what constellation is best positioned within the season 
from earliest to latest. 

Spring (March – May) 
Const Target (Type) Size / 

Sep 
Comments 

Leo Leo Trio (G) 45’ M-65, M-66, NGC-3628 group of galaxies in close proximity 
Hya NGC-3242 (PN) 25” Ghost of Jupiter.  A planetary nebula roughly the size of Jupiter. 
UMa *Mizar & Alcor 

(MS) 
709”, 
14’ 

A splendid binocular pair and easily located; a telescope triple; 
Mizar is a double with 14’ separation between stars. 

UMa *M-81, 82 (G) 45’ Bode’s Galaxy & Cigar Galaxy, a pair of galaxies in close 
proximity. 

UMa M-101 (G) 29x27’ Pinwheel galaxy.  Face-on galaxy nearly the size of the full moon. 
Large aperture is required to see any details on this object. 

Com Mel 111 7.5° Coma Star Cluster.   About 40 stars in a 4.5° area.  
CVn *M-003 (GC) 18’ A bright globular cluster with a very dense center. 
CVn M-094 (G) 11x9’ A bright face-on spiral galaxy. Large scopes show some detail in 

its spiral arms. 
CVn M-051 (G) 11x7’ Whirlpool Galaxy. Two interacting galaxies 
Vir M-104 (G) 9x4’ Sombrero Galaxy. Visible in small telescope with dark dust band. 

 

Summer (June – August) 
Const Target (Type) Size / 

Sep 
Comments 

Sco M-006 (OC) 25’ Butterfly Cluster.  Shape does resemble a butterfly 
Sco M004 (GC) 26’ Small globular with row of bright stars going through the middle. 
Sgr *M-008 (EN, OC) 90x40’ Lagoon Nebula. Large open cluster in nebula. 
Oph IC-4665 (OC) 40’ A large and sprawling open cluster, good for binoculars. 
Her *M-013 (GC) 20’ Hercules Cluster: Best globular cluster in the Northern 

Hemisphere. 
Sct M-011 (OC) 23’ Wild Duck Cluster.  A rich very dense open cluster. 
Lyr *M-057 (PN) 1x1’ The Ring Nebula. Bright PN visible even in small telescopes. 
Sgr M-017 (EN, OC) 11’ Swan Nebula. Cluster of bright stars in faint nebulosity. 
Sgr M-022 (GC) 32’ One of the largest, brightest, and most impressive globular 

clusters in the sky. 
Sgr M-024 (Star Cloud) 2x1° Sagittarius Star Cloud.  Great binocular target. 
Cyg *Albireo (DS) 35” The most celebrated double in the northern hemisphere. 
Vul M-027 (PN) 8x6’ Dumbbell Nebula.  A large PN with hour-glass shape. 
Vul Collinder 399 60’ Coathanger Cluster. A great binocular target. 
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M 42 & 43
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M 37

M 38
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M 41
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M 44
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M 81 & M 82
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M 67, 66 & NGC 
3628
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M 104
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M 51
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M 3
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M 5
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